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RETRENCHMENTS IN EXAMINATIONS. 


Two things should be remembered in connection 
with the “ examination retrenchment ”’ proposals of 
the Council. First that they are as yet no more 
than proposals ; for the long discussion upon them 
-which we print to-day was only a preliminary one. 
Its result is that certain selected alterations are 
now suspended as projected bye-laws—not all by 
the same proposer, for the Council are not yet in 
complete agreement—and their final consideration 
will not take place till April. 

Secondly, all these projected alterations are 
merely temporary expedients. It is only as such 
that their proposers advance them, fully recognising 
their retrogressive character. We need have no 
fear of their permanence, and that is reassuring— 
for, so long as they last, their effect must be 

ive. 

The proposal to practically halve the staff of 
examiners—to utilise only one examiner in each 
subject—is sufficiently objectionable. The addition- 
al provision that teachers shall have access to the 
written papers and be enabled to make representa- 
tions to the examiners will modify its ill effects a 
little, but probably not much. Under our Charter, 
the teacher can have no deciding power—the sole 
decision of the student's fate will rest with the one 
examiner. The only merit of the proposal is the 
great saving it will effect ; and that must reconcile 
us to its disadvantages for a time. 

We are not sure that the proposal to have only 
one examination in anatomy at the end of the 
second year is not even more objectionable. Its 
legality has been questioned, and probably will be 
again next April; but the more important feature 
is its probable effect upon the knowledge of the 
student. There are subjects which, if ill-learned at 
college, can quite well be re-learned in after life; 
but anatomy is not one of them. If a man does 
not become a competent anatomist as a student, 
it is fairly safe to say that he never will do so. The 
proposal in question, if adopted, will probably mean 
that most students will devote less time to serious 
anatomical study, and that a greater element of 
cramming will enter into their work, than under 
the present system. For that reason, apart from 
the question, we should be glad to see it 
dropped. 

ere are some minor retrenchments upon which 
we need not dwell. Taken as a whole, we can only 
view the proposals with regret. Nothing could 
better illustrate the financial straits of the College 
than that the Council should feel compelled to 
resort to such economies as these. 


SOME CLINICAL NOTES TAKEN IN 
FRANCE. 


I.—ENLARGED SPLEENS AND LIVERS. 
By P. A. M.B.C.Y.8., B.SC. 


Perhaps some erudite pathologists or profound 
clinicians may be able to throw a little light upon 
the series of (to me) spleen and liver phenomena 
that appeared in the two Reserve Parks of the 
Indian Contingent during the time that I was 
Veterinary Officer to them. I am hoping to gain 
some knowledge upon a matter that is, I think, 
somewhat mysterious. I think it will be well to 
give some details as to the formation of these units, 
to help to trace the source of infection, whether it 
be England, the Valley of the Loire, or perha 
even India. I admit I am, as yet, quite in the 
dark. The first I saw of these horses was in the 
middle of September, 1914. They were the ordinary 
mixtures of Shires, Clydesdales and Vanners, in 
various states of health and condition. There were 
itchy skins and running noses. When I became 
insistent on these matters I was given 48 hours 
leave, and was told it was no concern of mine until 
a certain midnight when they would be entrained. 
At Southampton we embarked for what we expected 
to be a seven or eight hours voyage; unavoidably, 
however, it was well into the sixth day before we 
got to France. These units were finally got into 
working order ‘‘somewhere”’ in the centre of France, 
and it was there that we had to tackle the largest 
outbreak of pink-eye I have ever had anything to 
do with, or probably ever shall have. We had 
great difficulty in persuading certain gentlemen 
that it was not glanders: but we managed to do so 
eventually Glanders would, in reality, have been 
a much simpler matter. 

At this camp everything was Indian except the 
heavy transport horses from London. I make this 
statement for what it is worth. We had no reason 
to suspect any infection from French horses. My 
unit was almost the last to leave, and we were re- 
cruiting from the sick lines immediately to en- 
training. The first of my odd cases came to my 
notice on December 26th, and as it is more or less 
of the whole I will endeavour to describe it in 
detail, and only refer to the others incidentally. 
There were 32 cases in all, and I only had the 
opportunity to make one post-mortem. 

he was a grey Clydesdale mare, seven years old, 
that had survived the pink-eye in October, and had 
apparently made a good recovery and been left with 
no sequelae. She was lame with the near hind 
limb, and that day all examination failed to find 
any cause. The following day I noticed a sharply 
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defined protruberance behind the last left rib, that 
was painful on pressure, though there was no sign 
of injury. It was like half a big orange, and 
a. slowly behind the rib on pressure, but 
quickly reappeared. She was not eating well, and 
ad a temperature of 101°F. The pulse was 60, 
the membranes a little pale, and she groaned a 
little on being turned sharply to the left, or on 
being backed. Respirations were normal in number 
but slightly laboured. Examination rectum 
revealed an enlarged spleen to me, for, I think, the 
second time in my life. Anyhow, there was no 
doubt about it now, as it was as hard, firm and 
distinct as a piece of railway-sleeper would have 
been. . The liver I could also distinctly feel to be 
abnormally large. The bowels were constipated, so 
I gave one tablet of arecoline compound subcutane- 
ously, and blistered over the spleen with biniodide 
of Mercury. The next day she trekked fifteen 
miles behind a wagon without any apparent harm, 
and remained in about the same state for a week. 
In the meantime two other cases occurred in 
which the lameness and protuberances were on the 
right side. Rectal examination proved the liver 
and spleen greatly enlarged. I sent a report to the 
O.C. Veterinary Base Hospital asking if any similar 
cases had been reported or sent in, but received no 
reply. This was hardly to be wondered at, consider- 
ing the pressure at which V.B.H. were working. 
Having become intimate with a French civilian 
veterinarian who was fairly well equipped for 


bacteriological work, we punctured the spleen from | be 


the outside and found many piroplasmata in red 
blood corpuscles. We found these also in blood 
from the palate and the coronet. We attempted to 
make cultures, but were either too much in the 
dark or too ignorant of methods to learn anything 
of value. 
All the cases were now beginning to lose flesh, so 
I determined to commence some kind of treatment. 
I gave the grey mare, night and morning, arsenious 
acid 30 grains, sulphate of copper and sulphate of 
uinine, of each a drachm, ina ball. In three days 
she showed improvement, and in a fortnight 


seemed all right, and was at work. After this each | tha’ 


case was treated the same, and all recovered 
except one. This animal went from bad to worse, 
became extremely emaciated, and the protuberant 
spleen could be seen even from a distance, so I 
destroyed him and made a p.m. The spleen turned 
the scale at 15 kilos. On section the capsule was very 
hard, and the interior a trifle softer than normal, at 
the same time the reticulum looked more pro- 
nounced. The pancreas was harder than usual and 
extremely adherent to the stomach and the portal 
vein. The duct of Wirsung was occluded and like 
a piece of stick. All the lymphatic glands I 
examined were haemorrhagic. he heart was a 
little flabby and pale. Everything else seemed 
normal. 

A few cases after treatmant did not recur, but 
m 36 of tham did, ani a3 thoy ware getting rather 
a nuisans3 [ minagad to evacuate them for some 
reason or other. Thsre were odd cases as late as 
June last year. Major H. A. Douglas. 8. and T.C., 


the O.C. of one unit, who is an amateur pathologist 
of no mean experience of tropical diseases, can offer 
no explanation, and on account of our nomadic 
existence I was unable to enquire of other veterin- 
arians. 

There will undoubtedly be some eyebrow lifting 
in some quarters at my dose of arsenic—I never give 
less. I have many times given an ounce in a week 
for canker in the foot, and with most excellent 
results. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
Coneluded from p. 824. 


The Prestpent: Now I ask you to take a vote on 
whether you will go through this second portion of the 
report to-day ? 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : Please read it. 

The SEcrETARY read the report: “The Committee 
consider that, as temporary expedients, economies may 
be effected in regard to (i) The cost of examinations : 
(ii) The work of the Registration Committee, and they 
recommend as follows :—(i) Examinations. (a) That at 
the next election two Examiners be appointed to each 
subject as heretofore, one of whom shall be elected as 
senior and the other as junior Examiner. At each ex- 
amination one Examiner only shall be summoned to act 
for each subject, the senior Examiner being the first to 
called upon, failing whom the junior Examiner to be 
summoned to act. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: If it is in order, I will move 
that the Council expresses its approval of that recom- 
mendation. That is a matter of principle that must be 
settled for the reasons that I explained before. 

Mr. Triccer : I second that. 

Mr. SuMNER: Would it be possible to appoint two 
examiners, one of whom only should act at alternate 
examinations? At present you suggest a senior and a 
junior examiner. Would not it be better if we appointed 
two examiners in each subject, and one of those con- 
ducted the July examination and the other examiner 
the December examination ? 

Mr. TriccER: I think the Committee would accept 


t. 
Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : I think it is only the principle 
we should commit ourselves to. 

Mr. Sumner: I am rather inclined to consider the 
sensitiveness of our examiners. I should like to point 
out also, as a teacher, that probably it would be more 
difficult to educate the Christmas men for so-and-so as 
examiner, and the J uly men for so-and-so as an exam- 
iner, but as a teacher I should approve of it. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: That is one of the gravest 
aspersions on our system of examination that I have 
heard. Asa member of the Committee, may I explain 
what our intention was, at any rate? It was that one 
of the examiners, who was to be called the senior 
examiner—(and which of the two is to be the senior 
examiner is to be determined by the Council at the time 
of the election)—is to be the real examiner, and the 
other is to be a reserve examiner ; so that the senior 
examiner, provided he can examine, would always 
examine during his period of office. 

Mr. Sumner: Might I suggest that you should use 
the terms “examiner” and “reserve examiner?” _ 
Mr. McCatt: Why insult the examiner by calling 


him a “ junior examiner ?” 


\ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


January 22, 1916 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


329 


Prof. SHaRE-JoNnEs: And why should not they take 
alternate examinations ? 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyzan: No. Mr. Sumner has told 
you the reason. 

The PrEsiDENT: There is no reason why they should 
not be called “reserve examiners.” 

Mr. Sumner : I think that would be wiser. 

Prof. SHaRE-JonEs : I respectfully submit that if you 
had three and let them take it in turns, that would get 
over one of the weaknesses of our system of teaching 
for an examiner rather than teaching the subject. 

The Prestipent: The question in this Clause is one 
of principle—whether we should have one examiner 
wader our temporary expedient or not. That does not 
seem to me a very difficult matter. 

Mr. SumneR: As a temporary expedient, we will 


Mr. BaRRETT : igh I point out that if this resolu- 
tion is passed as drafted you have the provision here 
that “one examiner only shall be summoned to act for 
each subject, the senior examiner being the first to be 
called upon, failing whom the junior examiner to be 
summoned to act ? 

Mr. Sumner: That would be the examiner and the 
reserve examiner. 

The PresmpEnt : Call him the “ deputy examiner” or 
the “reserve eXaminer.” 

Prof. Merram: The “ reserve eXaminer.” 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: That is merely a matter of 
drafting afterwards. 

ph (a) with this alteration was passed. 

Mr. Price: Is it n to go all through these ? 

The Presipent: Yes. It presses it into your head 
and you cannot forget it. 

. Price: My head is pretty thick ! 

The PresipeNt: The next is, “That the written 

be made accessible to the respective teachers 


the examination 


with permission to make any 
representations which they think necessary to the ex- 
aminers. The Committee are strongly of opinion that 
no alteration should be made in Bye-Law which 
) ae that the decision of the examiners 


Mr. SumNER: Personally, I should like to know 
what is meant by that particular paragraph. The exam- 
ination papers are set from here, and we have our 
written examination, which is held in the presence of 
a lecal Secretary and a delegate. When the papers are 
opened, to whom can we make representations? The 
eXaminers will not be there. 

The PrestpenT: It is after the examiner has gone 
over them—at the time of the oral. 

“4 Sumner: You can challenge the questions at the 


The Prestpent: Yes, and make any re ntations 

1 wish to the examiner. The object of this Section 

1s simply to protect the student—to give his teacher the 

power not only to hear the oral examination, but also 

to see how he answers his questions in the written 

examination ; and the teacher has power to make 

representations in order to clear up any doubtful points 

that he thinks the student might have intended to make 
and had not made clear to the mind of the examiner. 

Mr. Sumyzr : But that will have to be made at the 
oral, after the mischief has been done. 

Prof. SHarg-Jonzs: Would the teacher be entitled 
put a few to the the presence of 

eXaminer to elucidate a point ter 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : No. 

Prof. SHare-Jones : I do not think there is anything 
to cause a lot of hilarity on that. This is merely a 
subterfuge, then, devised to circumvent a bye-law which 
prevented us wgenting internal examiners, and yet 
enabling the teacher in effect to do a certain amount of 
the examination as near as the bye-law will allow. 


Sir Jonn M‘Fapygean: As the person who really 
moved — I should like to say that Mr. Share-Jones 
has correctly described it, and that I am not in the least 
ashamed of it. I decline to be ashamed of a proposal 
that one should endeavour to improve the examination 
from the point of view of the students, without deterior- 
ating it in any other respect, by giving the teachers 
something to do with the examination. I shall not be 
revealing any secrets when I say that the members of 
this, or in with regard to any of the proposals. 
believe that it was represented that if the Council were 
to adopt this recommendation it would be interpreted 
as a great slight on the examiners—that no self-respect- 
ing examiner would agree to serve on condition that a 
teacher was to be allowed to read the papers that he 
had marked. I magnet that as an aspersion on the 
examiner. I am absolutely at a loss to understand 
why a competent examiner and an honest examiner 
should object to anybody knewing exactly what marks 
he has assigned to the students. I am sure those of us 
at any rate who are teachers do not want to conceal 
anything. It is perfectly understood that what is 
recommended is t the written papers, after they 
have been marked by the examiner, =~ if necessary, to 
be made accessible to the teacher, and that he is to be 
at liberty to make representations to the examiner with 

rd to the marks assigned, if he likes. 
r. SUMNER : 

Sir Jonn M‘¥apyean: And that, without any attempt 
to belittle the scope of the thing, is what was intended. 
I think I said before that I do not think this will lead 
to any unpleasantness, or any frequent unpleasantness 
between examiners and teachers; I think the examina- 
tion will be conducted just as harmoniously as before, 
but I think it will do something to give the students 
confidence in the examination ter confidence than 
they would have if they were left to the tender mercies 
of one examiner. : 

Mr. TricGeR: As one who had some little difficulty 
at first in accepting this amendment, I wish to say as a 


be | member of the Committee, that I now absolutely accept 


it because it is completely saf: ed, from our point 
of view, by the fact that it not interfere with the 
authority of the examiner at all. The teacher can ve 

roperly point out to the examiner anything to whic 
S wishes to call attention, and a sensible examiner will 
only be too pleased to have his attention called to any 
marking on which there might be any difference of 
opinion. But the teacher has no vote whatever in the 
final decision. The examiner’s decision is final, and that 
is what convinces me that it was a perfectly fair proviso 
to insert. 

Mr. Barrett: With regard to this resolution, I think 
myself that it will be great mistake if we pass it to-day. 
Two or three ng important matters arise in connection 
with it. May 1 say, with regard to what Sir John 
M‘Fadyean has said, that he has not correctly repre- 
sented the meee of this resolution here? There, per- 
haps, is no objection to teachers reading the written 
examination paper, but here it says they will have “per- 
mission to make any representions which they think 
necessary to the examiners.” There can be no question 
at all that if this resolution is embodied as a bye-law, 
the teacher will acquire powers far in excess of those 
which he at present enjoys. Sir John M‘Fad fur- 
ther said that he was to read the paper after the marks 
had been awarded to the student. This resolution says 

3 it says nothing about “ after 


nothing about that at all 
the marks have been aw t 
Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I assume that generally it 
would be after. 
Mr. Barrett: Sir John ar, that the teacher would 
have access after the marks have been awarded. All I 
can say is that the resolution says nothing of the kind. 
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The PresipEnt: May I point out that it would be 
useless to the teacher to go over the paper before the 
examiner had assessed the marks, because he would not 
know how the examiner (oe the answers of the 
student? It is such an obvious thing that I do not 
think that it requires any explanation. 

Mr. Barrett : It is not obvious to all of us. I think 
it would be a mistake to pass the resolution as it stands 
to-day—I do not desire to oppose it, as I have no in- 
interest on the matter one way or the other. If the 
bye-law is ol in the language which is used here, 

en we shall have a confused bye-law which will give 
rise to subsequent trouble. I think the matter should 
be deferred, and that we should not pass it to-day. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: As to the conduct of exam- 
inations, I have had a certain amount of experience. I 
have examined in two schools at least, where I, as an 
outside examiner, co-examined with the teachers. I got 
the paper after the teacher had marked it ; it was re- 
ferred to me. I take it that one of our examiners gets 
the paper after the other has examined it, and he says 
whether he agrees or not. All this Committee suggests 
is that the examiner shall mark the paper first, and then 
that the teacher shall come in and agree, and if he does 
not agree the weakness of the thing is that he has no 
further power. I think he should have further power. 

The PresipENt: We cannot do it. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: Then we cannot, but I 
think it would be a very good thing if it could be done. 
I ey sere of the thing as far as it goes, because it is all 
the we can 

Mr. Barrett: I am not opposed to it in this way: if 
the teacher has permission to do it, by all means let him 
doit. There isa deal to be said for the principle, 
but it is not the principle which has been applied in our 
examinations nor allowed by the legislature. 

The Present: I point out again to Mr. Barrett 
that these are only temporary expedients to get over 
vez financial difficulties. 

@ paragraph was then put and carried. 

The PrestpenT: The next is, “That the separate 
examination in Stable Management, Manipulation of 
Domesticated Animals, and Principles of Shoeing 
Healthy Animals be abandoned, and that the examina- 
tion in these subjects be taken by the Examiners in Hy- 
— C. Questions may be set on the subject at 

e Written examination as or of the Hygiene paper, 
and the Oral examination in iygiene, including 
Management, should be extended to twenty minutes. 
The requirement that each candidate shall be certified 
as having received not less than twenty hours’ practical 
instruction in Stable Management to be adhered to.” 

Mr. Sumner : We do not like the word “abandoned” 


Mr. Triccer: It should be “transferred.” 

Mr. Sumner: And it has never been the habit to set 
questions in stable management.. Why institute it now? 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: What the Committee were 
unanimously upon was that we could not, so to 
speak, blot out stable management altogether as regards 
imstructions and examination. All our proposals are 
merely directed towards economy, and it was felt that 
examiners in hygiene could quite well test the students’ 
knowledge of stable management at the same examina- 
tion. It is quite possible that, as heretofore, the testin 
shall be mainly done by the oral examination. You wil 
observe the words are permissive—“ Questions may be 
set” on stable management. 

Mr. Sumner: It is all right with the word “trans- 
ferred” instead of “abandoned.” 

ph, with this amendment, was passed. 

The following paragraphs were passed :— 

That the length of the Oral examination in Materia 
Medica be reduced twenty minutes. 


That in the case of the final examination, the fees of 
the examiners be reduced to ten shillings per student. 

That the payment of £1 1s. Od. per night to delegates 
be discontinued.. 

The PresipenT: Then we come to a clause which 
raises the important point. “With a view to further 
economy the following recommendations are made :— 

That Bye-law 66 be amended to read as follows :— 

“The examination for the Diploma of Membership 
shall be held in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin twice 
in each year, namely, in July and Bocoaber,” etc. 

Mr. Sumner : That was the point that I raised. 

The Prestpent: You can propose that that be 
deleted. 

Mr. Sumner: [ think if that was left, as it is now, to 
the discretion and to the good offices of the schools, the 
meet hie migh 

e PRESIDENT: And, therefore, this might be deleted. 

Mr. Sumner: Probably it would save friction in 
other places as well. 

Mr. McCatx: I take exception to this also. Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow are about equi-distant from London, 
and I suggest that the examination should be held 
alternately at Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Prof. SaHare-Jones: And make it Liverpool and 
London alternately. 

The PrestpENT: I should propose that it be deleted. 

Prof. SHARE-JoNES : Why not have the very fine ar- 
rangement that we had last time? Why not keep that 
up? We had a most elastic plan in that way—one year 
at one centre and another year at another centre. It 
worked out like the alphabet. 

Mr. Sumner: We will object, if you do not, because 
our students are under contract, and you are under con- 
tract with our students. 

The Presrpent : You propose that this be deleted ? 

Mr. McKryna: I should leave it to the good will of 
the schools to meet the Council. 

Prof. SHARE-JonES: They have never declined to do 


so. 

Mr. SuMNER : We have never refused. 

The Prestipent: I have a proposition from Mr. 
Sumner that this section be deleted. 

Mr. McCatt : I second that. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I think jit would be a 

thing if one could secure what the Committee had 
in view, namely, economy, by agreement. We have heard 
it suggested that even if this is not passed the schools 
will probably be inclined to co-operate with the Council 
in the endeavour to effect thiseconomy. I take it that 
that is an expression of opinion that where there are 
only some two or three students to be presented in one 
class, the school would offer no objection to those 
students eer | asked to go to the nearest centre. If 
that can be relied upon, I think that, inasmuch as this 
is only an emergency measure, at any rate, the Council 
might quite well accept that assurance, it being remem- 
bered that if any school proves, so to speak refractory, 
and stands upon its present full rights to the extent of 
even requiring a to go to examine two students, 
then the Council will be provided with an argument for 
effecting the alteration which is suggested here. In the 
meantime, I suggest that the recommendation should 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. Sumner: Might I ask whether this Council has 
any reason te doubt that the school with which I am 
associated will do all and oe in its power to 
meet the Council, as evidenced by past history ? 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyEan : That is invidious. 

The Prestpent: We have passed votes of thanks to 
the school that you are connected with. 

Mr. Sumner : We know all about that, but there is a 

tion at the back of what was said. 


PreEsipENT: No, there is not. 
\ 
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Mr. Sumner : Then I am sorry if I have gained that 
i ion. 
he PRESIDENT: I am sure it is a wrong impression. 

Prof. SHARE-JoNES: We have felt that the student 
has a position to be considered in connection with this. 
The Secretary will bear me out when I say that we have 
never instructed the students to go to any particular 
centre ; we have always left it to the student to select 
the centre where he will go. He generally goes to the 
one which he considers most convenient. 

The PRESIDENT: It has been pro and seconded 
that this recommendation be deleted from the report. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

The PRESIDENT : The next is :— 

“That no eXamination in Anatomy be held at the 
end of the first year’s course. That at the end of the 
second year’s course an eXamination be held in the 
whole subject of Anatomy, the written examination to 
be three hours, oral thirty minutes. 

That Bye-law 61 (a) be altered to read :— 

(a) Anatomy. A course of not less than 50 lectures 
and 20 hours practical instruction on the Anatomy of 
the Domesticated Animals. _ 

That the following alterations be made to Schedule 


1 be deleted from Examination A. 

ii) That subject No. 1, Examination B, be made to 

read :--1. Anatomy of Domesticated Animals. Candi- 

dates will be required to show a knowledge of the Ana- 
tomy of Domesticated Animals.” 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: [ beg to move that that por- 
tion of the report be deleted. I am not quite sure 
whether I should trouble the Council with what —- 
to me to be the reasons why this course should be 
adopted, because I have already explained that, even if 
the Council approve of the recommendation, it cannot 
be made effective except in the usual way. Notice must 
be given, and that notice must be suspended for three 
months. But I should like to be allowed to say that 
my objection to the proposal is founded mainly ona 
fear that if you defer the student’s examination on any 

ion of anatomy until the end of the second year, he 
will not work at anatomy during his first year, and 1 am 
not in the least comforted by being told that the bye- 
laws are to insist — his receiving lectures during his 
first year. We all know that one man can take a horse 
to the water, but ten men cannot make him drink, and, 
speaking with forty years’ experience as a teacher, I ex- 
press the-firm belief that this will seriously deteriorate 
the student’s knowledge of anatomy. I think the pre- 
sent arrangement, under which the subject of anatomy 
is broken up, is a very good one, because it divides the 
student's work fairly equally between the four years. 
If you make this alteration it will lighten his first year’s 
work, and you will burden his second year’s work. One 
argument that was used in Committee was that in most 
of the medical schools’ curricula there is only one ana- 
tomy examination, but, as I pointed out, the medical 
student has one year more for his studies than the 
veterinary student. During his first year it is true he 
does not study any anatomy and is not expected to pass 
any examination at the end of it, but after that he has 
two years before he presents himself for the anatemy 
examination. Then, finally, I object to this because you 
are not going to save very much. You are extending 
the period of the oral examination considerably— 
doubling it. = 

he PRESIDENT: We are not going to any more. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Might I ask what is the pre- 
sent period of the oral examination ? 

The PREsipEnT : 20 minutes to 30 minutes in 
the oral. 

Sir Jonn : ane the ~ to be 

im proportion. You have nearly dou time, 
and I do not think it is adequate. We must not, with 


That subject N: 


a view to economy, cut down the time of the examiners 
too much. When you reflect that in this one examina- 
tion the student is te be tested as to his knowledge of 
the whole of the anatomy of all the domesticated ani- 
mals, I think the time allowed is not adequate. For 
these reasons I move that we make no exception with 
regard to anatomy, and that we allow the subject to 
remain at present with one examiner to each part of it. 

Mr. MoCa 1 : I second Sir John’s proposition. 

The PresiDENT: The proposition before us relates 
to the deletion practically of the anatomy examination 
in A, carrying the work on during the first year just as 
it is at the present time, and holding the examination 
at the end of the second pees of study. Sir John pro- 
poses that that portion of this report be deleted. 

Mr. Barrett: How much would be saved, roughly ? 

The PREsIvENT: Certainly one examiner ; in fact, by 

doing this we utilise one examiner instead of three. 
That is the total saving. 
Sir Jonn M‘FapyEan: That is not quite fair. I take 
it, what Mr. Barrett wants to know is how much would 
be saved by adopting the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee rather than by adopting mine. 

The PresipEent: We cannot say exactly. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: It is very little. It might be 
£10 a year. 

The PresipEeNnt: It is more than that. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Pardon me. You have ex- 
tended the time of the oral examination by ten minutes, 
that is, by one-third, and you have to pay for that. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: You are cutting down the 
time that you take to examine the students in osteology. 

Mr. Barrett: You are giving a man 30 minutes but 
you are not ying the examiner a higher fee. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I thought the examiners were 
paid by time. 

The PREsIpENT: No. Per student. 

Mr. Mutvey: With a minimum of three guineas. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : You mast remember that the 
anatomy examiner will examine far fewer students than 
the other examiners. 

The PresipeNT: He will get his minimum. 

Prof. SHaRE-JonEs: What time do you propose to 
give to anatomy to cover the whole grouni? 

The PRESIDENT: Three hours written and thirty min- 
utes oral. Practically we have to pay, owing to the 

ucity of students, three guineas for every day’s work 

oreveryeXaminer. 

Mr. McKinna : I think we ought to look at it from 
this point of view—that it is only for a very limited 
time, and if we can save £10 we ought to do so. 

Prof. SHare-Jones : This is an experiment for some 
specified period. 

The Presmpent: It is an meaty measure. It is 
simply to get us over our present financial position. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Am I right in saying that if 
this recommendation is carried the examiner in anatomy 
would be paid at a lower rate per time than the exam- 
iner in physiology ? 

The Fumunens : No, they are both the same, as far 
as I know. They will each get a minimum of three 

ineas, and we need not talk about maxima when we 

ve only two or three students to examine in each of 
these Colleges. A 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : There are considerably more 
in London and Dublin. 

Dr. Braptey; Before you put the motion to the 
meeting, I should like to say that this is a modification 
of our precedure in examinations that could be discussed 
at considerable length. I should like to point out that 
there are two sides to the question, both of which have 
been ventilated in this room on some former occasions. 
It appears that the two parties holding the different 
views will certainly not agree at the present moment, 
and it appears i that they will not agree be- 
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cause there has been no experience of a possibitity of 
working this method of condensing anatomy, so to 
speak, into one single subject. May I point out most 
emphatically, as Mr. McKinna did a few moments ago, 
that these recommendations are merely a temporary 
eapomeet, and that if we adopt this course it at least 

ill show us whether it is practicable. It will show us its 
merits and, if necessary, its demerits ; and for the reason 
that I feel somewhat strongly on this splitting up of 
anatomy into what is, according to modern views, an 
absolutely unnatural division, I think it would be well 
if the Council were to consider the advisability of at 
least trying the experiment. I say no more. I simply 
leave it at that. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I think the strongest argu- 
ment that has been brought against this is the argument 
of the student. I hold that if a student attends a set of 
lectures and does not go up for an examination, he 
wastes his time in the majority of cases. 

Dr. Brapuey : No. 

The PresipenT : This is a point that will be brought 
to light and be emphasised by experience, and it can 
only be dealt with in that way. As long as the thing is 
a mystery we can all think as we like. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I do not that it will. 

he PREesIpENT: It has been so upheld in the medical 
profession, and it has been found successful, because 
they have adhered to it. They would have ag it 
at once and gone back to the two examinations if they 
thought it was better from the student’s point of view. 

Mr. McKinna: We are not committing ourselves to 
a permanency in this case. 

ir John M‘Fadyean’s amendment, that the section be 
deleted from the report, was then put and lost, three 
voting for. 

The resolution that this section stand part of the 
report was then put and carried—nine voting for and 
three against. 

The remaining recommeniation of the Committee, with 
regard to the Registration Committee, was adopted. 


Honours AND Prizes CoMMITTEE. 


Prof. Merram read the following report of a meeting 
of the Committee, held on Thursday, Jan. 6th: 

Walley Memorial Trust. The terms of the Walley 
Memorial Trust Deed were submitted and considered. 

It was resolved :—That the Solicitor be requested to 

ive an opinion as to the possibility of the terms of the 

being altered by consent, so as to provide for the 

ize to be awarded on similar conditions to the Wil- 
Memorial Prize. 

That the Treasurer be authorised to employ the 
accumulated balance for the purchase of further Stock. 

On the motion of Prof. Merram, seconded by Mr. 
BanuHaM, the ropert was adopted. 

Walley Memorial Prize Awards. The SrcrEeTaRy 
read the following report of the Chairman of the 
Examiners :— 

Dear Sir, 

Walley Memorial Prize—Award of Marks. 
No. Pathology. Materia. Hygiene. Total. 
58 


1. 21 49 128 
3. 51 aa 172 
8. 38 61 63 162 


The average of the highest is insufficient to award the 
prize.—yours obediently, 
Woops. 


The PrEsipENT: This relates to what we have just 
dealt with in the report of the Honours and Prizes 
Committee. It has cost us six guineas to award 
nothing. 

Williams Memorial Prize Award. The SEcRETARY 


read the following report dated 5th January, from! regard 


Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson, Chartered Ac 
countants :— 

“ List of students gaining 60 % or more marks in the 
Final Examination : 

Dublin Dec. 1915 J. Mullany 64 61 = 125 

Glasgow ‘a A. W. Campbell 60 62 = 122 

We certify that the above is a correct statement of the 
marks obtained by the candidates in the Final Year 
Examinations during 1915 who obtained sixty per cent. 
or more marks in the subjects of Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery.” 

Notices or Motion. 


Mr. Mutvey: I beg to give notice: That Bye-law 
93 be amended during the continuance of the war by 
omitting all words after the words ‘Final Examination’ 
and adding in their place the word ‘before.’” _ 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I beg to give notice of my 
intention to move the following alterations in Bye-laws 
at the next Council meeting :— 

Bye-law 62. Omit Section 

Bye-law 63. Add the above ion 62 (e). 

Bye-law 76. Examination B. Omit Section 3. 

Examination C. Section 2: In place of “30 minutes” 
substitute “20 minutes.” 

Footnote: Omit the words “and shall be examined 
for 15 minutes by each examiner.”, _ 

Section 3: Add after “ Veterinary Hygiene and Dietet- 
ics” the words “Stable Management and Manipulation of 
Domesticated Animals, and Principles of Shoei 
Healthy Animals,” and for “15 minutes” substitute 
20 minutes.” 

Bye-law 78: To be suspended. 

Bye-law 90: Omit the words “together with an 
allowance of one guinea per night spent away from 
home on the business of the examinations.” 

Those are to give effect to the recommendations of 
the Retrenchment Committee, with the or of the 
one of which I do not approve. I should like to point 
out, Sir, that it will necessary to give some in- 
structions with regard to the April Council Meeting. 
If instructions are not given, the Secretary will in the 
ordinary course issue invitations to intending examiners 
to apply, and the applications would be considered and 
the appointments made at the April Meeting of Council. 
I assume it will be necessary to instruct the Secretary 
that advertisements of a modified character are to be 
inserted. I would suggest, as the plan that would 
involve the least inconvenience, that, in the event of 
these recommendations being embodied in the altered 
Bye-laws, arrangements should be made to elect the new 
Board of Examiners on the day on which the Council 
meets to confirm the altered Bye-laws,—that would be 
some time about the middle of April. ; 

The PresipENT: I was going to ask the opinion of 
the Solicitor with regard to how we should , 
next time—whether it would be ible to take this 
— Meeting before we take the ordinary 

—. I do not see any objection to that. 

Mr. Taatcuer (Solicitor): You could have had the 
Ordinary Meeting at the time that you have the Con- 
firmatory Meeting. That would answer your purpose. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : The court of new examiners 
cannot be lawfully appointed under the new conditions 
until the Bye-laws have been altered. These cannot be 
altered until the 6th April, and the alterations cannot 
be confirmed until a meeting. 

The Soxicrror: Then have the Ordinary Meeting 
immediately following the Confirmatory Meeting. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : That is my suggestion, 
that meeting should be held on the same day, but after- 
wards. I desire to raise a point apropos of these 
suggested alterations. Is it supposed that we have got 
the right to alter the systems of examinations with 
to existing students? . Is it suggested that the 
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students in Class A are to be deprived of the right of 
being examined in anatomy and in osteology next July, 
and are to be obliged to defer the examination in that 
subject until next year? I submit they cannot. 

Prof. SHARE-JoNEs : I quite agree. 

The Soticrror: Why? 
Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Because have never 
before altered the system of examination for a student 
who has already entered the College. I submit it is 


unfair. 

The Soricrror: It is unfair, probably, but the question 
is whether one has the power to do it. We are all suffer- 
ing from the effects of the war, and the students will 
have to do so as well. ; 

Sir Joan M‘Fapyean: The point which I am sub- 
mitting is this, that I think there will be students 

nt in Class A who would much prefer to be exam- 
ined in Anatomy next July, according to the tacit 
bargain that they have made with this College, because 
they have entered under published Bye-laws which state 
that they shall study osteology and the anatomy of 
joints during the first year, and be examined in that 
subject at the end of the first year, and now in the mid- 
dle of the year you propose to go back on it. I am ask- 
ing the Solicitor whether on this these students would 
have a good case if they demanded to be examined. 

The PrestpENT: Might I ask Sir John if he applies 
his argument to Class B students in stable management ? 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : Absolutely. 

The Presrpent: Then all our work falls to the 


und. 
Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : It is much better to raise the 
point now. I confess [ do not want to conceal anything 
or keep it up my sleeve. It did not occur to me. 

The Soricrror: Of course I perfectly recognise that 
the student might have something to complain of, but at 
the same time, so far as any bargain is concerned, [ do 
not see the bargain. Here are the powers under the 
Bye-laws which seem to me to be quite clear. I thin 
you can alter these Bye-laws. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : You think we can tear up any 
of our regulations with regard to the arrangements of 
the subjects ? 

The Soricrror: Yes. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Can we extend any of the 

. subjects during the period of the student’s curriculum ? 

The Soticrror: Yes, I think so. 

Mr. Barretr: Otherwise we could never amend our 


ye-laws. 
Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: But that is not reasonable. 


The Soricrror : It is not fair, perhaps, but the only 
— is whether you have power to do it under your 

ter, and I think you have. 

Sir Jomn M‘Fapyean: What I am really asking is 
whether the student would have any right in law in 
contesting the alteration. 

Prof. SHare-Jongs : Does not the student, when he 
registers under the regulations of the Royal College, 
enter into a contract ? 

Prof. Metra : He does not register under the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Prof. Suare-Jones : He registers at a school to be 
nae under the Bye-laws and Regulations governed 
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapygan: Can you add a year to the 
curriculum after the student has entered ? 

Mr. Barretr: That would be unreasonable. 

The Sottcrror: Let us get at this. Whom is the 
contract between? The contract is not between this 
College and the student. The contract is between us 
and the schools. You have a contract with your 
students. 

Sir M‘Fapyean: All these tions with 

to examinations, I submit, are not for the schools. 
They are as much for the students as for the schools. 


They are for the guidance of students, so that they are 
really, so to speak, a bargain 

The Soticrror: I do not recognise that such a 
wafers eopnts be altered, and altered at the instance of 

is ege. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapygean: During the period of the 
student’s curriculum ? 

The Soxicrror: I think so, It is a hard thing to 
say, but I think that is the reading of the Charter. 

Bir Joun M‘Fapyeaw: Then you do maintain that it 
would be competent for the Council to extend the 
period of the curriculum even of a student who has 
already begun his course ? 

The Soxicrtor : It is a question that wants study, 
and should not be answered offhand, as I have to do 
now. But it seems to me this Charter gives the Council 
the absolute power to regulate, not only the examina- 
tions but the nature and extent of the examination. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean : To regulate them from time 
to time, but not to vary them in the case of the student 
who has already begun. 

The PresipENnT: I think this question will arise if 
Sir John puts up any student to enter an action against 
us. I think it is quite fair and quite legitimate on our 

t to make these modifications in our curriculum. 
he Charter is perfectly clear. It gives us power to do 
it, and we can uphold it in acourt of law. 

The Soricrror : The matter can be raised further at 
the next meeting of Council, when fyou meet to discuss 
the question of the alteration of the Bye-laws. You can 
raise this as a preliminary objection, that the Council 
has no right to pass these Bye-laws because it will be a 
breach of contract. That will be the time to raise it. It 
will also have this advan for me, that I promise you 
that in the meantime I will devote time and attention 
to the question, which I would rather not answer 
definitely now, as it has been sprung upon me. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyzan: I should certainly quite 


k | seriously represent that all students will claim the right 


to be examined this : 

The Soxrcrror : That I promise you shall have my 
best attention between now and the next meeting. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean : It is not necessary, Sir, to 
move any resolution with — to the points I men- 
tioned. I take it that you wi the necessary arrange- 
ments are made ? 

The Prestpent: Yes. 

The Secretary : For the advertisements ? 

The Prestpent: Yes. After these Bye-laws are con- 
firmed, within a fortnight from the 7th April, we then 
hold an Ordinary Meeting of Council for the election of 
the examiners. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: The point is that you have 
actually to anticipate that the Bye-laws will be altered. 

The PresipEnt ; It is quite reasonable to anticipate 
that, seeing that these have been to-day. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: No, except with regard to one 
of the recommendations. 

The Sorrcrror: [ think the advertisements can be 
so worded as to cover the contingency. 

Mr. Mutvey : I beg to give notice of an alteration 
of Bye-law, namely :— 

That Bye-law 76 be amended as follows :— 

Examination A. Omit Subject 1. 

Examination B. Subject 1 to read :— : 

“ Anatomy of Domesticated Animals, 
Written 3 hours, Oral 30 minutes.’ 

That Bye-law 61 be altered to read as follows :— 

‘Anatomy. A course of not less than 50 lectures 

and 20 hours practical instruction on the Anatomy 

of the Domesticated Animals.’ 

That the following alterations be made to Schedule 

f 1) That Subject No.1 be deleted from Examination A. 

2) That Subject No. 1, Examination B, be made to 
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eed as follows :—1. Anatomy of Domesticated Animals. 
didates will be required to show a knowledge of the 
Anatomy of Domesticated Animals.” 

On the Motion of Mr. Price, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kina, a hearty vote of thanks was te the 
Presidentifor his conduct in the chair. 

_The Presipent: Thank you, gentlemen, for your 
kind attention. 

The meeting then terminated. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Commons on Thursday, 13th. 


The Hon. Hew Datrymp.e (Wigtownshire), asked 
the Financial Secretary to the War Office, the number 
of veterinary officers 
since the outbreak of the war who had been promoted 
te the rank of captain, and the number of veterinary 
officers granted commissions in the Territorial Forces 
since the outbreak of the war who had been promoted 
to the rank of captain, the number of veterinary sur- 
oon offering themselves for commissions and granted 

e rank of temporary lieutenant in the Regular Army 
and Territorial Forces, respectively, during the last six 
months ; and whether veterinary surgeons in the Terri- 
torial Forces would for the future be granted the same 
rate of promotion, carrying with it the same rate of pay, 
as the same officers serving in the Regular Army ? 

Mr. Forster, in reply, said the numbers were, respect- 
ively, 118, 4, 148 and 134. It had been decided to pro- 
mote Territorial Force lieutenants to captains after one 
year’s mobilised service. The rate of pay would be the 
same as laid down in the pay warrant of Regular 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
War Orrice, Lonpon, S.W. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrick, WHITEHALL, Jan. 14. 


Reeutar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
To be temp. Lieuts. :—J. G. Taylor, W. C. H. Steele 
ee ; S. J. Motton, r.r.c.v.s. (Jan 3); W. Hill, 
B. Mackie (Jan. 4). F 
an. 17. 


Major to be temp. Lieut.-Col. :—J. J. Aitken (Dec. 14). 


To be temp. Lieuts. :—A. W. Campbell (Jan. 5) ; 8. T. 
Jackson, B. Wittam (Jan. 7). 
an. 18. 


Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts.:—C. E. Huston, C. H. 
Cordy (Jan. 1); J. M. Whyte (Jan. 4). 


To be temp. Lieut :—E. J. B. Sewell (Jan. 7). 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY See. 
an. 15. 
To be Lieut. :—-J. A. McLauchlan (Jan. 16). 
Jan. 18. 
To be Lieut. :—R. H. Penhale (Jan. 19). 
Jan. 19. 
To be re Lieuts. :—A. Gofton, F.R20.v.s. (Jan. 5); 
T. D. M. Martin (Jan. 6). 


SpectaL RESERVE oF OFFICERS. 
an. 15. 
Lieut, (on prob.) M. Glynn is confirmed in his rank. 


Jan. 19. 
To be Lieut. (on prob.) :—R. R. Dalling (Jan. 6). 


PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 

The King has been graciously pleased to give direc- 
tions for the following promotions in and appointments 
to, the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, for services rendered in connexion with 
Military Operations in the Field, to be dated the Ist 
January, 1916 :— 

C.M.G., ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. 
Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) Robert Heuston Holmes, F..0.v.s. 
May, Olver, F.R.C.v.S. 
Maj. Frederick Charles O’Rorke, F.R.c.v.8. 

The King has been graciously pleased to approve of 
the undermentioned Honours and Rewards for disting- 
uished service in the Field, with effect from 1st January, 
1916, inclusive :— 

D.S.0.—To be Companions :— 

Maj. Kenneth McLeod McKenzie. 
Maj. Henry Samuel Mosley. 
Maj. Edward John Wadley. 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) Joseph Abson, F.R.C.v.8. (T.F.) 

DIsTINGUISHED Conpuct MEDAL. 
Temp. Sgt.-Maj. W. H. A. Field, 198 (7.F.) 
Sgt. Maphan, 21 (T.F.) 
Temp. Sgt.-Maj. S. Salt, 84. 
Temp. Sgt.-Maj. J. E. Trevor, 294. 

Tae Mitirary Cross. 


Capt. (temp. Maj.) Arthur Bowman Mattinson, r.R.0,v.s., 


8.R. 
Tone. Lieut. William Brennan De Vine. 
Capt. Thomas Charles Evans, Canadian A.V.C. 


The following casualty in the Expeditionary Force 
is reported :— 

Diep—Shoeing Smith A. Weston, 2006. 

The following casualty in the Mediterranean Expe- 
ditionary 

Dizp—Pte. W. Hodges, 5434. 


Extract frem London Gazette, 18 Jan. : 


Special Res. of Officers—Artillery. To be Sec. Lieut. 
(on prob.), R.G.A. :—G. R. Thatcher (Jan 13). 
Mr. G. R. Thatcher is junior member of the firm of 
Geo. Thatcher & Son, Solicitors to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing donations to the College funds :— 


Mr. W. J. Mulvey, London 1916 £1 1 0 

Mr. G. H. Williams, Chippenham 1916 : ea 

Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, Winchester 1916 110 
Mr. P. G. Bond, Plymouth 

1914, 1915, 1916 3 3 0 

£6 6 0 


On the re-opening of the Royal Veterinary College of 
Treland, in October, 1914, after the Summer vacation, 
the Students opened a subscription list to provide 
smokes for the men in the A.V.C. on active service. 
Since that date the following sums have been sent to 
the Tobacco Fund of the Weekly Despatch, to send out 
their packets of cigarettes and tobacco :—- 


Nov., 1914 £5 0 0 | July, 1915 £215 0 


Dec., 1914 6 4 0] Nov.,1915 110 0 
Mar. 1915 1 6 0 
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Highland and cultural Society and 
Dick College. 
At a meeting of the directors of the Highland and 
feeder? Seciety on Wednesday, 12th inst., Dr. 
ilson, of Carbeth, moved the adoption of a minute of 
the Finance Committee, to whom the application for a 
t to the Building Fund of the new Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College had been remitted at last meeting. 
The minute bore that the Committee had considered 
Professor Rankine’s letter, but could not see their way 
to recommend the Board to make a further grant at the 
present time. There seemed to be no hope of —~—— 
the new building to such a state of completion as woul 
wake it suitable for students. Any subscriptions given 
after the war would be of far greater benefit than the 
same amount given now. The arrangement presently in 
force, under which students were being trained in the 
old buildings, might be continued until the conclusion 
of the present abnormal conditions. Dr. Wilson re- 
marked that a sum of £10,000 was required to complete 
the new Sore and of that sum £5000 was promised 
from public funds on condition that an equal sum was 
ised locally. He did not think anyone would suggest 
that that Society should subscribe £5000, yet it seemed 
hopeless to expect that a less sum would suffice. It 
was not a popular thing to carry on a building at 
present, and he did not think they should do anything 
te encourage the completion of the building under the 
existing conditions. He therefore moved the adoption 
of the minute that no grant should be given under the 
present abnormal circumstances. The resolution was 
subsequently confirmed by the general meeting.— The 
Scottish Farmer. 


PERSIFLAGE. 


You have complained often about the paucity of material 
for your columns, more especially clinical papers. No 
enquiries have brought to light the causes. Suggestions 
have been made such as (1) The keeping of a diary, and 

) veterinary meetings; but neither has made any 


keeping becomes tedious and veterinary meetings 

early bore one. In any event neither remedy could do any 

, for the cause lies deeper by far than both. Possibly 

is due to lack of early culture (should it start with a K ?) 

in giving oe to one’s experience. It would seem 

that most of us are drawn from a system of education 

steeped in dogma and flourishing on cramming. It knows 

not failure, admits no disappointments, and never requires 
the exercise of thought. 

Thought is the least used commodity in all systems of 
education. Hence few of us dare to say we have made 
mistakes—possibly more of these than anything else. So 
clinical papers mature but rarely, for to be of value they 
must portray our failures, difficulties and disappointments. 

An old member was wont to say that none of us knew 
anything till we had planted a ten-acre field choke full of 
our patients. Hew many would to admit doing se? How 
many ever do admit it even to themselves? Listen to the 
conversations usually indulged in when two or three 
Of the elect are not, if the 

were known—if you told it to this galax of talent 
you would prove yourself naught but a duffer. Siow coal 
you 

And after years of private practice a great chance arose 
and one grasped it eagerly. At last clients were no more— 
competition was eliminated—your patients were known to 
you before sickness intervened. At last you were free to 

yourself rationally in the discharge of your lawful 

and legitimate calling. So it seemed in August, 1914, but 
alas ‘‘ it’s a long way to go’’ fer a haven of this kind to be 
reached. One fondly dreamed that no more would we 
worship the fetish of a dicta ex cathedra. The Army was 
precise—very—it required names for everything—it required 
a ns to all sorts 

Clients gone! Good » they were multiplied ten-fold : 
from the rawest of raw subs. to brigadiers et hoc genus omne. 
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They flocked around you, A.D.V.8.'s included. Dare you 
go on your own line? Never! The celonel’s groom bad 
never done so, and his vet. at home was a wonderful man. 
Hadn’t he stuck a tube into the belly of his favourite 
hunter and lit a blue flame up at the outward end? Eureka: 
but he was a vet ! 

What documents emanated from General Headquarter’s 
offices, from Brigade Headquarters, and from Regimental 
Headquarters! They were legion. Humorous—pathetic— 
ludicrous. 

The horse was a new species of animal recently dis- 
covered, and one had to be instructed in all that appertained 
to him. And instructions were more er less double-edged 
in many cases, and not seldom contradictory : but we have 
had a glorious time—and survived. At last we have seen 
ringworm, mange, strangles, ‘flu, catarrh, coughs, celics, 
grease, mudrash, quittor, laminitis, thrueh, corns, suppura- 
tion in the foot—all of them ancient diseases that one has 
read about in disused books. Some patients in sheer 
amazement have performed hari-kari in water, by rope 
and on pimps. But we still live; and the profession, 
praise the powers, still exists. What we would have done 
or become without the war heaven alone knows. We are 
saved! You didn't know it? Then you haven’t been in 
the Army. Join up at once, and you'll soon find out all 
about it. Do not miss this the very last chance of being in. 
Hurry up! Hurry up! Hurry up! 


CIVIL VETY. SURGEONS AND ARMY PRACTICE, 


Sir,—In your report of the Quarterly Meeting of Council 
on the 7th inst., Messrs. Banham, Mulvey and the Presi- 
dent all spoke of the advantages which they considered 
would come from the employment of local civil veterinary 
surgeons for the troops in the neighbourhood of such veter- 
inary surgeons. This is undoubtedly true from the point 
of view of the civil veterinary surgeons in question, who 
thus draw pay from the Mili Authorities—pay, I might 
add, on fa higher scale than t offered to the officers 
A.V.C.—and at the same time look after their own 
practices. 

The opinion of a good many veterinary officers of both 
Territorials and the New Armies is that this is a great in- 
ducement to men to remain at home, who are quite eligible 
to accept commissions; thus not only adding to their 
income in this way, but also, they fear, in a good many 
cases by skimming the cream of the practices of their more 
patriotic neighbours, who have gone to serve their country 
and left their practices in the hands of more of less incom- 
petent assistants, or entirely 


THE FINANCES OF THE R.C.V.S8. 


To those interested in the welfare of the R.C.V.S. the 
report submitted by the Treasurer at the recent meeting of 
Council is sad reading, and one reads with mingled feelings 
of pleasure and sadness that retrenchment in expenses is 
anticipated. It seems to me to be a very great pity to have 
to curtail or modify in any manner the examinations. 

The subjects of Stable ement, Horse Shoeing, and 
Hygiene are well worthy of a longer oral examination than 
twenty minutes. The present writer has seen a candidate 
take more than “ minutes to harness a a The 
Council is certainly doing wrong in proposing to modify the 
examinations, and one cannot quite conceive wherein the 
element of economy comes. 

Tt seems to me that it would be much preferable to 
register students and make them pay half-a-guinea per 
annum to the R.C.V.8., and make members pay a guinea. 

Fellows should pay nothing per annum, as most of them 
have already paid a sufficient sum to be examined. One 
notices with a considerable amount of pride that in the 
recent list of military honours that most of our honoured 
colleagues the higher diploma, and it is gratifying 
that the War Office recognises this and puts the qualifica- 
tions after their names in The London Gazette. 

More men should go up for the Fellowship diploma. 
Besides the good knowledge obtained by the extra study, 
candidates also help the Royal College financi 


cially. 
All sorts of raised i the F > 
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writer’s experience), and others that holders of it do not 

any privileges beyond those of Members—but this 
is not true, as Fellows only can be examiners (in veterinary 
subjects). One hopes than the R.C.V.S. will adhere to this 
rule strictly when examiners for the new F.R.C.V.S. and 
D.V.S.M. are appointed. Those in the public service have 
stated that their seniors have not considered it worth the 
trouble to try and obtain the higher diploma (there is always 
a risk of being rejected), and others point to the Principals 
of the various Colleges as men who have succeeded without 
it. 

The Royal College needs funds, and we who are qualified 
must help to supply them—and how best this can be done 
is a grave problem. As practitioners we are not making 
any cash out of the war, in fact, many of us have very 
little to do. 

Whole time officials are being kept busier than usual and 
new duties are being placed in their charge with no extra 
remuneration. 

There seems to be no valid reason why the library of the 
R.C.V.8. is not a circulating one. The present writer is 
perfectly willing to pay an annual subscription, and pay the 
postage both ways of books borrowed. For the proposed 

from students before mentioned, they should have the 
privilege of borrowing books. 
**Dunepin.”’ 


THE CAR LICENCE TAX. 


Sir,—I enclose you a letter showing you the view the 
Norfolk Local Taxation Licence Department take of the 
clause added to the Finance Act.—Yours truly, 


M. Bray. 
Docking, King’s Lynn. 


Norrotk County Councin. 
The Shirehouse, Norwich, 
2th January, 1916. 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of 11th inst., I beg to 
enclose Declaration as you request. I would point out, 


| however, that under the Finance Act, 1915, Veterinary 


Surgeons were granted the same concession in reference to 
the rebate of 50% on the duty on Motor Spirit, but were 
not granted the concession in reference to Local Taxation 
Licence. However, if you can give me proof that this latter 
concession was also granted I shall be pleased to put any 
application you may care to make before my Committee 
for their consideration.— Yours faithfully, 
L. E. 
° Local Taxation Officer. 


Writing on the same question, Mr. C. H. Delacherois 
says :—‘‘ The Somerset Local Taxation ‘ Controller’ says it 
does not apply to motor car licences.’’ 


Kent County Councin. 


Maidstone, 
18th January, 1916, 
Sir, 
Local Taxation Licences. 

Referring to your letter of the 15th instant, I beg to 
inform you that the Motor Car Licences at half rates are 
issued to duly — medical practitioners only. 

am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
_Epwarp J. Marvry, Controller. 
Mr. C. Morgan, M.B.c.v.s., 
Nonington, Dover. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 

Parasitic 

Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t+ Mange. } Swine Fever. 
, Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Sheep 
Period. reaks| mals.| Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals. | | A™i- | Scab] Out- Blaugh, 
‘breaks; mals breaks 
(a) (a) (d) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Jan. 15] 17 | 19 1| 3] 112] 3821] 20 66 | 238 
1915 =... | 17 | 18 lt 11] 77 | 296 
1914... | 20 | 22 1/ 2] i] 45 | 278 
1918... | 11 | 18 3| 12] 198] 12] 34 | 247 
Total for 3 weeks, 1916 eS 2} 8] 298| sss] 39] 233 | 731 
1915 | 58 t 260 | 1172 
| 1914... | 62 «68 6| 22] 440] 32] 136 | 1160 
period 1913 =... |*88 48 11| 51] 256! 610] 38] 107 | 1620 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Gee. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 


peg Ree and Fisheries, Jan. 18, 1916 Stafford 3. 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 15 | ... find 1 17 2 
1915... eee oes 16 5 23 
Corresponding Week in ; 1914 ... J ... | °°... wile 2 13 3 4 
1918... ose 8 14 4 8 
Total for 3 weeks, 1916 ees 1 5 cao . oo F 5 44 1l 29 
Correspending period in 1914 .. dee ose 4 40 

ons ont 29 45 18 85 
Depgeneet of Agriculture and Technical Instructi-n for Ireland, creas 3 Branch), Dublin, Jan. 17, 1916 
wv As diseased or 0 to Infection. 


The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


\ 


